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In the News Since the Last Issue

MN: Purged: Six Jonathan directors ousted
The Jonathan Association annual meeting on
Tuesday night resulted in the removal of six of nine
directors who serve on the homeowner group's
board....

FL: Legislature set to revise condo, homeowner
association laws
The countdown is on. On March 4, the state begins
its annual 60-day lawmaking session. Expect a
battle between those hoping to rein in the power of
condo and homeowner association boards and those
wanting to make sure any changes don't hurt
boards' ability to...

GA: Should association be branded? The
association's board of directors should investigate
the status of trademarks associated with the
community. The developer may have already
registered them on a state and/or federal basis...

CA: Palm Springs HOAs discuss water conservation
On Tuesday, about 60 Palm Springs HOA presidents
and representatives gathered at Seven Lakes
Country Club for a meeting of the Palm Springs
HOA Presidents Council, which encompasses 88
HOAs....

Japan: Govt eyeing new condo management system
In an effort to help people living in aging
condominiums take care of their property, the
central government is considering introducing a new
administration method for such properties....

AL: Lessons learned in condo market The past four
years on Alabama's beaches have provided plenty of
learning experiences for condo owners...

FL: Homeowner associations can impede water
conservation High-minded ideals and homeowner
associations aren't always a good match. Case in
point: Association rules on landscaping. As a
Watchdog reader pointed out, the rules can conflict
with restrictions on lawn watering....

NC: Board tempest roils Raleigh suburb Last fall, a
member of the Harrington Grove homeowners
association board collected enough votes from his
neighbors to kick two members off the board. Now
the board member, Dutch Dasanaike, is trying to
hold onto his own seat in a fight that includes
allegati...

TX: Denton HOA offers reward after racially-charged
vandalism A North Texas homeowners association
is offering a reward after a sign was targeted with a
racially-charged phrase....

CA: Beware the Tow: Folsom Condo Residents
Angry Over Tough New Parking Rules
There are plenty of places to park in Folsom's
Esplanade Circle neighborhood. But these days,
most of those spaces along the condominium-lined
street are remaining empty....

NY: Maintenance Fees: Up, Up, Up
NEW YORK CITY apartment owners can hardly be
blamed for feeling nostalgic, and a little depressed,
as they receive their increases in condominium
common charges and co-op maintenance fees this
year, for many, the fifth or sixth in a row....

WI: Madison Homeowners Assoc. Finds Solution to
Fighting Expensive Snow Removal
There are massive snow piles in front of the homes

New Articles Found on the Web

Condo Meltdown: Some condo buildings get blacklisted by
lenders

Beatriz Bustos has been trying to sell her Brickell condo for about a
year. She has found a few prospects and has gotten close to sealing a
deal several times but all the potential buyers ran into the same
obstacle — they couldn’t get financing. “No one qualifies for financing,”
said Bustos, who is facing foreclosure. But the problem isn’t the
buyers, it’s the building — the Vue at Brickell. What Bustos didn’t
realize is that her building has been blacklisted by lenders as have
dozens of other condos in South Florida. Banks and mortgage lenders
compile lists of buildings they find too risky for lending, and they
refuse to finance purchases there. Read more

Roofing Warranties: Always Read the Fine Print

Few roofs are installed without a warranty, but few roofing warranties
are actually read and understood. Clearly, warranty documents are not
exactly beach reading. Understanding the legalese of a roofing
warranty may be a challenge. But reading and understanding the fine
print of a roofing warranty before signing the contract is essential. It’s
the only way facility executives can find out what lurks in the fine
print. They might be surprised. Read more

Coverage Under Occurrence Policy Even Though Claimant Not
Yet Formed At Time Of Incident

A California Appellate court has issued an interesting opinion helpful to
insureds involving the tender of claims under occurrence policies of
insurance. A condominium association sued a developer in a
construction defect lawsuit. The dispute arose in connection with a
condominium project which, as early as 1990, showed evidence of
defective construction. From August 1991 through June 1992, the
developer was insured under a commercial general liability (“CGL”)
policy issued by Standard Fire Insurance Company (“Standard”) which
covered liability for property damage occurring “during the policy
period.” At the time of the incident, however, the Association had not
yet been formed. Read more

Can't Get The Interview? 3 BIG Reasons Why

Last month we discussed resumes, and how a well-
executed resume is going to be key to obtaining an
interview. For this month’s discussion, let’s assume the
quality and format of your résumé is stellar: No typos,
correct acronyms, professional email address, etc. You
send it out diligently and wait patiently for responses.

But you just can’t seem to get an interview. There are several reasons
why this may be, but let’s talk about the top three reasons that I see:
Your career path thus far, your qualifications and your location. Let’s
talk: Read more

Rental Compliance

Community Associations help retain and improve the standard of living
and property values within a community. While all owners sometimes
wish that a particular restriction did not apply to them, most are
grateful that the restrictions apply to their neighbors. In some cases
their neighbor may not own the home; but have leased the home.
Through the direction of your Board of Directors, the Management Firm
should serve your community by coordinating common needs,
overseeing and enforcing the governing documents (Covenants,
Conditions and Restrictions, Articles of Incorporation, By Laws, Design
Guidelines and Rules & Regulations). The communities governing
documents may allow rentals; but in most cases the governing

Sponsored Links

NCB FSB
Need financing for your HOA? Call us at

(800) 766-2622 or click on the link

Condo Manager
Accounting and Management Software
For HOA and Condominium Associations

Popular Association Banking
a Division of Banco Popular North America
We provide financial services to community

associations nationwide

Reserve Fund Essentials
A refreshingly readable and levelheaded

17-chapter book on fund-related how
and must-do’s to keep balances healthy.

Check it Out

Community Association Websites
Feature packed, Interactive websites for
today’s active Communities, HOAs, &

Management Companies. Affordably priced,
beautifully designed and fully supported.

Visit the AtHomeNet Live Demo.

Reserve Advisors
The most accurate and comprehensive

Reserve Study

IREM
Leading Edge Education for

Community Association Managers

Jenark

Associate Yourself With the Leader In
Association Management Technology

HOATalk.com
Meet with thousands of HOA leaders online.

HOA news & information too. Free!

Community Association Leadership

Series DVDs!

Four hot topics on a two-disc DVD set
Board, Meetings, Insurance, and Reserves.

CAI members get 40% off!

Editor's Notes

No notes this week - been traveling so the
News is a day behind - not to mention
everything else in my e-mail inbox.

Joe

New Audio/Video

Video report tied to news story about HOA
towing cars - posted to YouTube

You can download or listen to over 30
programs produced by the CAI-Illinois
Chapter from their weekly radio program.
Click here to go to the page with the
program directory
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in the Highland Village community on Madison's
west side. But those snow piles are about the only
winter problem facing the residents there, because
the village board and homeowners association
president signe...

FL: Miami bank-owned properties up
Lenders have taken ownership of 217 percent more
properties from borrowers in the greater Miami area
in the first 45 days of 2008 than they did in the
same period in 2007, a report from Condo Vultures
said....

CA: Learn to live by homeowners association rules
If you live in a community governed by a
homeowners association you look forward to having
neighbors who think like you do when it comes to
community values. The sad part is that our
individual selfish attitudes can prevent that (and we
don't even see it)....

IL: Lawyers take hard view of late payers
Should an association show leniency toward unit
owners who find they are unable to pay their
assessments because of upwardly adjusting interest
rates on their ARMs? What if they have to contend
with foreclosure actions?...

AR: POA taking part in Cell Phones for Soldiers
The Bella Vista Property Owners Association is
accepting used cell phones to donate to a nonprofit
organization that helps soldiers call home, according
to a POA news release....

CT: Neighbors Seek Tax Break for Living Near Sex
Offender Some two dozen homeowners in the Fox
Run Drive area believe their property values
dropped last fall when David Pollitt moved to his
sister's home in their neighborhood....

PR: HUD charges condo with violating Fair Housing
Act The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development announced today that it has charged
Parque de las Flores Condominium Association with
violating the Fair Housing Act. HUD claims the
association refused to provide an accessible parking
space to Windy Calder...

VA: Common Interest Board Under Consideration
The Virginia Senate General Laws and Technology
Committee was scheduled to conduct a hearing
Wednesday on a H.B. 516, which would tighten
control of firms that manage homeowners
association money, but the measure is severely
criticized by many homeowners. The...

NV: Plea change likely in embezzle case
Nevada City resident Linda Balch, accused of
embezzling more than $100,000 from her
homeowners association where she was treasurer, is
expected to withdraw her not guilty plea next week,
the district attorney said Tuesday....

FL: High Price of Safety
A complex collection of fire and hurricane safety
regulations have some condo dwellers in Hallandale
Beach working up a sweat....

CA: Teen's big blue van can stay in sight, HOA
decides Nate Madick said he was pleasantly
surprised after a meeting with the Northpark
Maintenance Association, which ended in a tentative
agreement that allows him to keep his blue
"Jambulance" in front of his home with some
restrictions....

MD: Condo complex backs down in flag dispute
A representative of Brodie Management Inc., which
manages the condos, said that some on-site
inspectors misinterpreted the rule and sent out
about five letters about American flags in error and
that flags are allowed to fly on the properties.
Residents will be...

documents may allow rentals; but in most cases the governing
documents are not specific and allow broad interpretation. An example
of the verbiage may be “each residential dwelling unit constructed on
the Property may be occupied only by a single-family. Any dwelling
unit may be rented to a single-family tenant from time to time by the
owner, subject to the Association Rules”. Unfortunately for some
community associations, especially the owner living next to the non-
compliant renter, governing documents that are not specific or silent
allow on-going problems and aggravations. Read More

Avoiding the Litigation Nightmare

Ask any board member, property manager, insurance agent or attorney
what is one of the most important legal concerns for any community
association and the answer will likely be unanimous… AVOID
LITIGATION. Any board that has found itself in the midst of protracted
litigation knows all too well the reason for this sentiment. Litigation is
costly, time-consuming and often results in neither side getting what it
wants. Not to mention the fact that community associations are where
we live. It’s just not enjoyable being embroiled in litigation with one’s
neighbor. In an effort to avoid litigation, boards need to be aware of
several pitfalls that are ripe for controversy and an ever-increasing
source of community association litigation: Read more

HOA Meetings by Design

Meetings are the venues wherein homeowner
association business decisions are made. Since these
meetings are usually infrequent, the importance of the
decisions made cannot be understated. However, some

HOAs are decision challenged because: Read more

Greening the HOA

While there is continuing debate about global warming, one related
issue that all agree on is the need for better stewardship of the Earth.
We all owe a debt of caring for our world. What better place to start
than at home? While governments often move at a glacial pace to
enact green policies, self help is readily available today. Read more

THE EFFECT OF FORECLOSURES ON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS

A few years ago, when “community association” and “foreclosure”
appeared in the same sentence, it was typically a situation where the
association was acting on its right to foreclose on the unit for unpaid
assessments. However, the sharp increase in lender foreclosures
affecting households across all income brackets is beginning to hinder
associations leaving them to wonder what rights they can assert
against the unit, the owner, or the foreclosing lender. Read more
(Word Doc)

A Potential Directors and Officers Lawsuit Avoiding the
Nightmare

Did you ever think one of your neighbors would initiate a lawsuit
against the association, the board, each of the members individually,
and the property manager long after the event you now have trouble
remembering ever took place? Well, hold on to your hats, because
that is quite a ride and removing yourself from the board this instant
does not mean you won’t be included in a future lawsuit. These hornet
nests don’t materialize immediately. Instead they fester in someone’s
head until one day they decide to make the leap and there on your
doorstep are the papers outlining only the beginning of the education
you are now going to receive. Read more (Word Doc)

MD: Crofton letters ban troublemakers

Note to criminals: Check your mail, it may keep you out of jail. To
curtail nuisance crimes, residents of a Crofton neighborhood are

What's New in the Blogs

More on Noise - Can a Developer Be Held
Responsible? Just today, during my
HOACHAT at noon on issues including
noise and hard surface floors (which is a
free offering you can join on Wednesdays
through my website...

STOP THAT INFERNAL WALKING! This is
my 301st blog! Thought it worthy of some
unusual step. Since I have on my plate
neighbor to neighbor issues today, and
since I am doing two programs on...

HB 1270 Passed By House Committee on
Transportation & Energy Yesterday, the
House Committee on Transportation &
Energy passed HB 1270, as amended, out
of Committee by a vote of 8-5. Based
upon extensive discussions with ...

Why Do We Need Reference to FHAA in
CCIOA? HB08-1135, which passed the
House by a 61-1 vote on January 25,
2008 is currently awaiting action in
the Senate. If passed by the Senate, the
bill will add a ...

New Law Requires Removal of Snow and
Ice From Handicapped Parking Within 24
Hours On January 13, 2008, Governor
Jon Corzine signed into law C. 39:4-
which requires that snow and/or ice must
be removed from handicapped parking
spaces to provide accessibilit...

New York Condominiums Sue Town Over
Municipal Services
In late January, a group of condominium
associations and owners filed suit against
the Village of Piedmont, charging that
Piedmont had violated their civil rights and
failed to pro...

Options in Covenant Enforcement The
young man living at 101 Crazy Daisy
Avenue hasn’t mowed his lawn in over a
month. The couple just down the street
has two beagles that embark on a nightly
duet...

Agenda Violations
QUESTION: Our board voted on a matter
that was not on the agenda. Isn’t the vote
void because it violated the Open Meeting
Act?
ANSWER: That&...

New Laws Affecting Associations The
General Assembly is now in session and
there are a number of new laws which will
likely be passed affecting community
associations across Virginia. A session of
the upcom...

Beyond The Numbers: Visualizing The
Condo Crisis In Miami As I've posted here
and here, it seems that new case law
under the Interstate Land Sales Full
Disclosure Act (ILSA) is being made in
Florida courts on what might be a weekly
basis, owing to the grea...

ILSA Case Law Alert: Southern District Of
Florida Holds That A Violation Of The
Interstate Land Sales Full Disclosure Act Is
Also A Per Se Violation Of The Florida
Deceptive And Unfair Trade Practices Act
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Residents will be...

FL: Legislature set to revise condo, homeowner
association laws On March 4, the state begins its
annual 60-day lawmaking session. Expect a battle
between those hoping to rein in the power of condo
and homeowner association boards and those
wanting to make sure any changes don't hurt
boards' ability to do their jobs...

OR: Condo roofs collapse under heavy snow
"It's the most snow this buildings seen in thirty
years or so," explained Matt Carroll, caretaker for
the 40 year old 30 unit condominium complex. The
building's roof is now starting to give way. The tons
of snow has split support beams and busted through
wa...

AZ: Avondale home owners association hires armed
security guards People who live in the Coldwater
Springs community near 118th Ave and Coldwater
Springs Road say security guards are patrolling the
areas on bicycles to help prevent vandalism at the
local park and on community walls. They are also
armed with handguns....

CO: Mother gets a break over nurse parking
The University Park Homeowners Association on
Thursday resolved its issues with Rivera and the
traffic generated by around-the-clock nursing care
for her four "medically fragile" children....

CA: Suit over erosion in canyon nears end
A group of La Jolla homeowners that sued the city
over canyon erosion caused by public storm drains
has agreed to settle a lawsuit for $4.5 million....

The Legal Risks of Green Building Green home
building is a fast-developing segment of the
industry, and has garnered enthusiastic support
among consumers in the past few years.
Unfortunately, the consumer perception of what
"green" means frequently differs from what builders
think it means. Al...

NY: Lake Placid woman gets two to six years for
embezzlement Former Lake Placid property
manager Penny Bruce-Schmidt will serve two to six
years in prison for embezzling $170,000 from a
homeowners' group....

TX: Tracking crime by tracking vehicles A new way
to track crime and protect homeowners in a popular
and fast-growing suburb of Houston is getting a test
run. It's a pilot program that helps officers spot
suspicious vehicles....

See all of the latest national, legal, regional
and state news

2008 Advertising Policies and Rate Sheet
Word Doc PDF

sending letters to people they deem unsavory, telling them if they
return to private property owned by the neighborhood they will be
arrested for trespassing, a crime that could result to a $500 fine or 90
days in jail. The Crofton Meadows Homeowner's Association also is
encouraging neighboring communities to start doing the same thing,
Read more

Good association financial practices

In 1994, many associations were devastated by earthquake, and in
2007 some were destroyed by fire. However, annually a number of
associations suffer an event in many ways just as jarring – the
discovery that a director or agent trusted with finances abused that
trust. Unlike earthquakes, this can largely be prevented. Boards and
managers should calmly address the unthinkable –that some future
employee or board member might betray the association's trust. Of
course, the majority of directors and managers are trustworthy, and
breaches of that trust are quite rare. However, accusations of financial
mismanagement or even dishonesty often too quickly arise in HOA's.
Healthy financial practices can quickly prove the integrity of a board or
manager. Read more

More news

MN: Condominium owners tell smokers: Take it outside Residents at
La Rive in Minneapolis voted to make their building smoke-free. It
brings the fight over smoking bans...

TX: Fines, lawyer fees lead to HOA power battles/a>
Bland said with the authority given to HOAs in Texas, abuse of power
can happen. But he also said some homeowners can be part of the
problem when they do not know what restrictions may exist against
their property....

FL: Beach Condominiums has been vacant since Hurricane Ivan in
2004 The Beach Condominiums at Navarre Beach took walloping
punches from Hurricanes Ivan and Dennis but did not fall. The
knockout blow will be delivered at about 8:30 Saturday morning when,
barring bad weather, dynamite will be used to implode the vacant,
seven-st...

TX: Frisco parents fight judge's sex offender order While the HOA and
its lawyers are confronting Harris County in an attempt to figure out
why the judge made the ruling, they said they have had no response...

FL: Suits seeks part of deposit for buyers who walked away Becker's
contract says, "If buyers default after 15 percent of the purchase
agreement, exclusive of interest, has been paid, the seller will refund
to the buyer any amount which remains from the payment made after
subtracting 15 percent of the purchase price,...

SC: Wild Dunes sandstorm settled
Wild Dunes beachfront property owners and the state on Tuesday
settled a stalemate over removing sandbags in front their properties on
the severely eroding beach...

Deceptive And Unfair Trade Practices Act
A hat tip goes out to Tim O'Neill, who
brought a brand new and crucial opinion
interpreting the federal Interstate Land
Sales Full Disclosure Act (ILSA) to my
attention. The case is Trotta v. Lighth...

HAS YOUR COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
BEEN PUT ON A LENDER'S BLACKLIST?

When Market Value Slips Out the Back
Door
...

Back to our Housing Future: Will the old
Suburbs become the new Urban Core?

HOA Banning Sex Offenders?
So your community wants to modify their
governing documents to state “No
Registered Sex Offenders are allowed to
purchase or reside within X HOA...

CAN/span>
The Community Associations Network

Contact CAN at:> webmaster@communityassociations.nett

Welcome to the Community Associations Network E-Newsletter. The newsletter consists of links to news items and articles about community associations from around the
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